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Showing 40 miles of love to the St. Clair River and its watersheds since 2007




Friends of the St. Clair River

watersheds should be a thriving ecosystem that
is protected to maximize environmental, social,
recreational, and economic values and services.

Fnends of the
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Watersne

the St. Clair River and
its watersheds.

Every decision we make, every step we take is rooted in having every person know they
are a citizen of their watershed. The overall health of our watershed is dependent upon each
one of us and, in turn, has a cascading effect on the wildlife and plants that depend on it.

As we look to the future, not only do we celebrate what we've created, but also look
to focus on the utilization of our resources in the most impactful way. Our supporters are
helping us accomplish our goals of influencing environmental perceptions, improving water
quality, and building healthy ecosystems.

This year has had its challenges: federal roll-backs in environmental protections, near
record-high water levels causing flooding and property destruction, concerns with
rebuilding Enbridge Line 5 in the St. Clair River, and fish consumption advisories amidst
PFAS contamination. Our health is tied to the St. Clair River and we realized that more than
ever with the June 28, 2019 CN Rail train derailment leaking sulfuric acid into the St. Clair
River rail tunnel. Sometimes our work does feel like two steps forward, one step back. It is
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Newsworthy Achievements

We're proud to share with you our top highlights from 2019

lay. m‘lttody
drink it tomorrow.

Keep It Clean Campaign

In response to the annual Float Down,

we launched a campaign aimed at
promoting a more responsible use of the
St. Clair River. The campaign included
messages about stewardship and personal
responsibility, a pledge and a free mesh
trash bag giveaway. The campaign
reached over 100,000 people.
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Provide Data-Driven Education

We are cultivating the next generation of stewards from K-12 classrooms and beyond

We collaborated with St. Clair County
Community College to provide real world
experiences such as stream monitoring
with biology students, wetland surveys with
environmental science students and urban
ecology hikes with geography students.

Our programs are designed to inspire
curiosity and an appreciation for the outdoors
through hands-on science. Highlights
included wetland exploration with the City

of St. Clair's summer recreation program and
welcoming St. Clair Middle School to the

Blue Water River Walk for a day-long river
exploration program.

Our custom Lake Sturgeon classroom
program brings place-based education
into 5th grade classrooms by delivering
Lake Sturgeon content directly from
biologists to explain their research and
local importance.

ur watershed educat/on programs
-;reached over 1,000 youth
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We Foster Collaboration Advocate for Healthy Water

Our programs inspire curiosity, stewardship, and an appreciation for natural habitats We manage and monitor green spaces for people, plants and animals

VISITORS
thousands of kids  faddndh s d &
received benefits from the

organization's charitable
efforts and activities

5TH GRADERS
Sturgeon Science School >« Water Surveys

How do we share the most accurate
and up to date information with the
public? We get our boots muddy
alongside scientists in the field! We
CRUISE RIDERS joined Central Michigan University
: biologists as they surveyed native
freshwater mussels in both the Belle
and Black Rivers.

Huron Lady Sturgeon Cruise

g

>s=%- Restoration Works

PARTNERS The thriving wetlands in the new
Blue Water River Walk County Park
provided hands-on learning are proof that restoration works! Five
i years ago, this stretch of waterfront
education was an industrial wasteland and was
then restored with state and federal
funds to its historic coastal wetland
VOLUNTEERS habitat. These three acres now
Served 220 hours . prOVide habitat for native ﬁSh, bil’dS,
o mammals, reptiles and amphibians,
while helping control the flow of
storm water runoff from Military
Street into the St. Clair River.
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>+ Paddle Training

MI Paddle Stewards is an invasive
Gratiot County Park. species training program and on Aug
10 our event trained 25 paddlers on
how to recognize and report aquatic
invasive species. Assistance and

y family and | attended
the wonderful sturgeon 17th Annual Earth Fair

Eleii !/veel.(end. We participated in this two-day event that funding was provided by Michigan
Th? event was fa'?tGSt’C' Itis our shares Earth Day messages with thousands Invasive Species Grant, Michigan Sea
third year attending and our boys to celebrate environmentally friendly living. Grant, Blueways of St. Clair and Lake
love it more and more each year! We have been participating in Earth Fair St. Clair Cooperative Invasive Species
Keep up the great work! - Stacy since 2007. Management Area.
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Inspire Watershed Stewardship

We promote healthy living with clean water and green spaces

Our volunteers and community invested in learning, sharing, and in hands-on fieldwork taking
care of our environment. Volunteer work included leading tours for school field trips, monitoring
and managing native and invasive plant species, habitat field days, citizen science monitoring,

trash pick-up and nature walks.

i_;Volunréer Stewards on the River.Walk

Conservation Stewards

We collaborated with MSU Extension to
bring the Michigan Conservation Stewards
program to St. Clair County for the first
time. Twenty participants spent seven
weeks in the classroom, online and in the
field, and each contributed 40 hours of
conservation-related community service
to complete their certification. The
Michigan Conservation Stewards program
is a volunteer training program to teach
science-based ecosystem management
principles to help restore and conserve
Michigan ecosystems. Congratulations
graduates!

OptOutside Hike

Over 100 people ditched Black Friday
shopping on Nov 29 and grabbed their
boots to take a guided hike through
Columbus County Park’s hills, wetlands

and woodlands. Our hike offered a green
alternative to holiday shopping and ended
with a bonfire.

Remain a Trusted Environmental Leader

We share information rooted in science to support the health and well-being of our
natural resources

St. Clair River Area of Concern

The Area of Concern program has evolved into an effective model for restoring the
international St. Clair River. With our St. Clair River Canadian neighbors to the east,
collective accomplishments are cleaning up the St. Clair River. The progress is rewarding
to witness the amazing restoration and revitalization work underway.

/4

ust wanted to let you know | enjoyed a very wonderful and informative walk

along the Blue Water River Walk. The plants and flowers are beautiful and

the butterflies were abundant. You're doing great work providing such a nice
opportunity for people, such as myself, to enjoy nature. - Bob
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2019 Financial Report Shout Out | Sponsors and Partners
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Donations

Sturgeon Festival
Adopt A Sturgeon
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IT Hardware & Software Support
the St. Clair River Area of Concern

Habitat Stewardship Services Contracts

><lffe. = 10,000's

>ampe = 1,000’
=100’s
=50’s

Community Foundation of St. Clair County:
Public Advisory Council Support Grant for

I /4

want to thank you for being the fiduciary ’ 3ank ST s for_donatmg

I for the DTE Energy Foundation grant for B Pair of garaeniigigioey

the Legislative paddle. The grant was a R Clementary SChO(.)IS
" . Butterfly Garden and Outdoor Learning
key piece to make the day successful! — Lori

Eschenberg, BluewayRlair Center. They have. already been pL{t to good
use by students this summer. - Monique

DTE Energy Foundation: The Legislative Paddle
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Friends of the

St. Clair River

—

SINGE 200!

Friends of the St. Clair River

Michigan’s Thumb Coast Watershed Organization
www.scriver.org

Funding for this Annual

Report made possible by




